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CHAPTEE XIX.

STOEMS.

IN this, tlie concluding chapter of tlie book, I shall
briefly discuss the principal features of the atmosphe-
rical disturbances which are known as Storms.

The forms in which these manifest themselves are
very various. In some regions, and at certain seasons,
the only breaks in the dull monotony of a tropical calm
are sudden squalls of great violence but of short duration.
Other regions resemble Kerguelen Island, where there is
hardly an interruption to the persistence of the gales
which sweep the Southern Ocean. In some parts, again,
the wind, when it blows from a certain pokit, is liable
to increase to the force of a storm, while in others the
only type of storm which ever occurs is a revolving eddy,
in which the changes of direction of the wind are the
more rapid and extensive the nearer the station lies to
the centre of the eddy.

Lastly we have the districts with which we are most
familiar, situated in the higher latitudes of both hemi-
spheres, where the storms are irregular in the frequency
of their occurrence and in their character, occasionally
blowing for a d?ty or more without change of direction,
while at other times the shifts of wind arc almost as